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Instructions for authors
Preparation of manuscripts
General information
Research articles and research reviews should not exceed 12 pages, including tables and figures. The text should be typed in 12-point, Times
New Roman font, with one and a half line spacing, left justification, and
no line numbering. All pages must be numbered consecutively, starting
with the tile page.
The Title page should comprise: title of the manuscript, first name and
surname and affiliation (department, university, city, state/province, and
country) for all authors. The address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail
address of the corresponding author should also be included.
The Summary should be informative and completely comprehensible,
briefly present the topic, state the scope of the experiments, indicate significant data, and point out major findings and conclusions. It should not
exceed 200 words. Standard nomenclature should be used and abbreviations
should be avoided or defined. No references should be cited. Immediately
following the Summary, up to five Keywords should be provided; these
will be used for indexing purposes.
The Introduction should be concise and define the objectives of the
work in relation to other work done in the same field. It should not give
an exhaustive review of the literature.
Materials and methods should provide sufficient detail to allow the
experiments to be reproduced. However, only truly new procedures should
be described in detail; previously published procedures should be cited,
and important modifications of published procedures should be mentioned
briefly. The suppliers of chemicals and equipment should be indicated if this
might affect the results. Subheadings may be used. Statistical techniques
used must be specified.
Results should be presented with clarity and precision. The results should
be written in the past tense when describing findings in the author’s experiments. Previously published findings should be written in the present tense.
Results should be explained, but largely without referring to the literature.
The Discussion should be confined to interpretation of the results (not to
recapitulating them), also in light of the pertinent literature on the subject.
When appropriate, the Results and Discussion sections can be combined.
This will be the case in research notes.
Acknowledgements should be presented after the Discussion section.
Personal acknowledgements should only be made with the permission of
the person(s) named.
Competing interests should be declared by authors at submission
indicating whether they have any financial, personal, or professional interests that could be construed to have influenced their paper.
References should be listed and numbered in alphabetical order. In
the text, citations should be indicated by the reference number in square
brackets. The list of references should include only works that are cited
in the text and that have been published or accepted for publication. Unpublished work in preparation, Ph.D. and Masters theses, etc., should
be mentioned in the text only, in parentheses. The author(s) must obtain
written permission for the citation of a personal communication or other’s
researchers’ unpublished results. References cited in the text should be
numbered and placed within square brackets, referring to an alphabetized
list at the end of the paper.
References should be in the following style:
Published papers
Venugopalan VP, Kuehn A, Hausner M, Springael D, Wilderer PA, Wuertz
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S (2005) Architecture of a nascent Sphingomonas sp. biofilm under
varied hydrodynamic conditions. Appl Environ Microbiol 71:2677-2686
Books
Miller JH (1972) Experiments in molecular genetics. 2nd ed. Cold
Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, Cold Spring Harbor, New York, USA
Book chapters
Lo N, Eggleton P (2011) Termite phylogenetics and co-cladogenesis with
symbionts. In: Bignell DE, Yves R, Nathan L (eds) Biology of termites:
a modern synthesis, 2nd ed. Springer, Heidelberg, Germany, pp.27-50
Please list the first eight authors and then add “et al.” if there are additional
authors. Citation of articles that have appeared in electronic journals is
allowed if access to them is unlimited and their URL or DOI number to
the full-text article is supplied.
Tables and Figures should be restricted to the minimum needed to
clarify the text; a total number (F + T) of five is recommended. Neither
tables nor figures should be used to present results that can be described
with a short statement in the text. They also must not be integrated into
the text. Figure legends must be typed double-spaced on a separate page
and appended to the text. Photographs should be well contrasted and not
exceed the printing area (17.6 × 23.6 cm). Magnification of micrographs
should be shown by a bar marker. For color illustrations, the authors will
be expected to pay the extra costs of 600.00 € per article. Color figures
may be accepted for use on the cover of the issue in which the paper will
appear. Tables must be numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals and
submitted separately from the text at the end of the paper. Tables may be
edited to permit more compact typesetting. The publisher reserves the right
to reduce or enlarge figures and tables.
Electronic Supporting Information (SI) such as supplemental
figures, tables, videos, micrographs, etc. may be published as additional
materials, when details are too voluminous to appear in the printed version.
SI is referred to in the article’s text and is ported on the journal’s website
(www.im.microbios.org) at the time of publication.
Abbreviations and units should follow the recommendations of the
IUPAC-IUB Commission. Information can be obtained at:
http://www.chem.qmw.ac.uk/iupac/.
Common abbreviations such as cDNA, NADH and PCR need not to be
defined. Non-standard abbreviation should be defined at first mention in
the Summary and again in the main body of the text and used consistently
thereafter.SI units should be used throughout.
For Nomenclature of organisms genus and species names must be
in italics. Each genus should be written out in full in the title and at first
mention in the text. Thereafter, the genus may be abbreviated, provided there
is no danger of confusion with other genera discussed in the paper. Bacterial
names should follow the instructions to authors of the International Journal
of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology. Nomenclature of protists
should follow the Handbook of Protoctista (Jones and Bartlett, Boston).
Outline of the Editorial Process
Peer-Review Process
All submitted manuscripts judged potentially suitable for the journal are
formally peer reviewed. Manuscripts are evaluated by a minimum of two
and a maximum of five external reviewers working in the paper’s specific
area. Reviewers submit their reports on the manuscripts along with their
recommendation and the journal’s editors will then make a decision based
on the reviewers.
Acceptance, article preparation, and proofs
Once an article has been accepted for publication, manuscripts are thoroughly
revised, formatted, copy-edited, and typeset. PDF proofs are generated
so that the authors can approve the final article. Only typesetting errors
should be corrected at this stage. Corrections of errors that were present
in the original manuscript will be subject to additional charges. Corrected
page proofs must be returned by the date requested.
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journal in the fields of basic and applied microbiology. It publishes two
kinds of papers: research articles and complements (editorials, perspectives, books reviews, etc.).
Submission
Manuscripts must be submitted by one of the authors of the manuscript
by e-mail to int.microbiol@microbios.org. As part of the submission
process, authors are required to comply with the following items, and
submissions may be returned if they do not adhere to these guidelines:
1. The work described has not been published before, including publication on the World Wide Web (except in the form of an Abstract or as part
of a published lecture, review, or thesis), nor is it under consideration for
publication elsewhere.
2. All the authors have agreed to its publication. The corresponding author signs for and accepts responsibility for releasing this material and
will act on behalf of any and all coauthors regarding the editorial review
and publication process.
2. The submission file is in Microsoft Word, RTF, or OpenOffice document file format.
3. The manuscript has been prepared in accordance with the journal’s
accepted practice, form, and content, and it adheres to the stylistic and
bibliographic requirements outlined in “Preparation of manuscripts.”
4. Illustrations and figures are placed separately in another document.
Large files should be compressed.
Copyright and license
If an article is accepted for publication in International Microbiology,
the authors (or other copyright holders) must transfer the copyright to
the journal, which covers the right—not exclusive—to reproduce and
distribute the article including reprints, translations, photographic reproductions, microforms, electronic form (offline, online) or any other
reproduction of similar nature.
Creative Commons
The journal is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonComercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Open access publishing provides immediate, permanent, free online access to the full texts of all the journal’s peer-reviewed research articles. It
allows all interested readers to view, download, print, and/or redistribute
any article without requiring a subscription on the principle that making
research freely available to the public supports a greater global exchange
of knowledge.
International Microbiology’s open access policy enables a far
greater distribution and impact of an author’s work and is in the interest of the scientific community worldwide. The journal’s expenses for
providing immediate, permanent, free online access to the full text of
research articles are recovered partly from article-processing charges.
Currently many research funding agencies not only allow these expenses
to be paid from their grants, but also encourage open access publication. The journal’s standard processing fee is 800.00 €. If a manuscript
requires extensive editorial work, an extra charge may be requested. The
acceptance of a paper, however, will not depend on the authors’ ability
to pay these charges. Individual waiver requests must be done during the
submission process and will be considered on a case-to-case basis.
Information for Subscribers
International Microbiology is published quarterly. Volume 14 will consist of 4 issues—March, June, September and December—and will be
published during 2012.
Recommended annual subscription is 300.00 € plus shipping and
handling. Single-issue prices are available upon request. SAL (Surface
Air Lifted) delivery is mandatory for Japan, Northeast and Southeast
Asia, India, Australia and New Zealand. Airmail delivery to all other
countries is available upon request. Orders or claims can be sent directly
to:
International Microbiology
Poblet, 15
08028 Barcelona, Spain
Tel. & Fax +34-933341079
E-mail: int.microbiol@microbios.org
Cancellations must be received by 30 September to take effect at the end
of the same year. Change of address: allow six weeks for all changes to
become effective. Please contact int.microbiol@ microbios.org if you
have any questions regarding your subscription.
Information for advertisers
For advertising inquiries, please contact us at int.microbiol@microbios.
org. All advertisements are subject to the publisher’s approval.

All articles in International Microbiology will be available on the Internet to any reader at no cost. The journal allows users to freely download,
copy, print, distribute, search, and link to the full text of any article provided the authorship and source of the published article is cited and it is
not used for commercial purposes. We recommend authors read about
the Creative Commons Attribution-NonComercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License before submitting their paper.
Open access and article processing charges

Disclaimer
While the contents of this journal are believe to be true and accurate at
the date of its publication, neither the authors and editors nor the publisher can accept any legal responsibility for any errors or omissions that
may be made. The publisher makes no guarantee, expressed or implied,
with regard to the material contained therein.
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